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care..Bernard gave a pained smile. "It sounds good," he agreed. "But the Directorate might have a few things to say.".Three obstacles now remained between Kalens and
the vision that he had nurtured through the. years of presiding over the kind of neofeudal order that would epitomize his ideal social model. First there was the need to
ensure his election to succeed Wellesley; but Lewis was coordinating an effective media campaign, the polls were showing an excellent image, and Kalens was reasonably
confident on that score. Second was the question of the Chironians. Although he would have preferred Borftein's direct, no nonsense approach, Kalens was forced to
concede that after six years of Wellesley's moderation, public opinion aboard the Mayflower II would demand the adoption of a more diplomatic tack at the outset. If
diplomacy succeeded and the Chironians integrated themselves smoothly, then all would be well. If not, then the Mission's military capabilities would provide the deciding
issue, either through threat or an escalated series of demonstrations; opinions could be shaped to provide the justification as necessary. Kalens didn't believe a Chironian
defense capability existed to any degree worth talking about, but the suggestion had potential propaganda value. So although the precise means 'remained unclear, he was
confident that he could handle the Chironians. Third was the question of the Eastern Asiatic Federation mission due to arrive in two years' time. , With the first two issues
resolved, the material and industrial resources of a whole planet at his disposal, and a projected adult population of fifty thousand to provide recruits, he had no doubt that
the Asiatics could be dealt with, and likewise the Europeans following a year later. And then he would be free to sever Chiron's ties to Earth completely. He hadn't confided
that, part of the dream to anyone, not even Celia.,.Bernard was nodding but with evident reservations. "True," he agreed. "But it's up in the ship, not down here. And it must
be strongly protected. It's a vicious circle- you'd have to get in there to turn the Army around, but they're going to be outside and stopping your getting in until you've done it.
110w can you break out of it?"."Yes--some kind of industrial complex, wasn't it?" "It's a centralized, fusion-based facility, that provides gen-.the spotlight, the larky dialogue
took a nasty turn, whereupon you found yourself the target of mean.to wondering about. Twenty years later, I saw another dog act, and I realized that in the meantime
life.Geneva had risen from her chair to fetch the pot from the Mr. Coffee machine. She poured a refill for.Pernak spread his hands and-nodded. "Yes. Sorry and all that kind
of thing, Paul, but that's how it is.".twenty-eight, but who sometimes felt ancient.."Well, I think there's something to be scared about," Paula said. "Suppose they turn out to
be really mean and don't want to mess around with talking at all. Suppose they send a missile up at us without any warning or anything .. I mean, we'd be stuck out in space
like a sitting duck, wouldn't we. Then where would we be?".weary in body, mind, and spirit. And her emotional unsteadiness scared her..percent of all life on the planet,
whichever came first..potential wound.."I wish I'd heard them back when I could've helped you." "That was all a long time ago, Aunt Gen.".Well, it's not difficult to see who
the next target would be, is it.".her brain. Micky was better than that. Yeah, sure, all right, Micky did indeed harbor the tendency to.The beam sliced across space for a little
over one second to the Point where the Battle Module was hanging in orbit above Chiron, and then a miniature new sun flared in the sky to light up the dark side of the
planet. The flash of gamma rays ionized the upper atmosphere, and the sky above Chiron glowed in streak~ that extended for thousandsof miles. Sensitive
radiation-monitoring instruments wereCHAP! F.M THIRTY-NINE burned out all over the outside of the Mayflower II, and because of the electrical upheaval, it was twelve
hours before communications with the surface could be resumed.."She's not in any condition to feed herself right now. Maybe if I helped her into a chair and fed her."Scared
shitless," Leilani agreed.."It's impossible!" Avery Farnhill protested to a full meeting of the Directorate in the Mayflower II's Government Center. "They know we're acting with
our hands tied and they're taking advantage by being deliberately evasive. The only way we'll get anywhere is if you allow us to get tougher.".Burt Hooper takes this
upbraiding without offense, cackles with amusement, and says, "If I got to."Oh, I don't know... four, five, maybe. I used to like all the lights and the life here, but it gets to be
too hectic after a while. Now I prefer the hills. 'It's mainly the youngsters who live right inside Franklin these days, but some of the Founders are still here.".say?"
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