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slain and dead in his sleeping chamber. So they examined the child and found life in him and his windpipe whole and sewed up the place of the wound. Then the king
sought his son Belehwan, but found him not and saw that he had fled; whereby he knew that it was he who had done this deed, and this was grievous to the king and to the
people of his realm and to the lady Shah Katoun. So the king laid out his son Melik Shah and buried him and made him a mighty funeral and they mourned passing sore;
after which he addressed himself to the rearing of the infant.98. Isaac of Mosul and the Merchant ccccvii.Then the rest of the women of the palace came all to him and lifted
him into a sitting posture, when he found himself upon a couch, stuffed all with floss-silk and raised a cubit's height from the ground. (19) So they seated him upon it and
propped him up with a pillow, and he looked at the apartment and its greatness and saw those eunuchs and slave-girls in attendance upon him and at his head, whereat he
laughed at himself and said, "By Allah, it is not as I were on wake, and [yet] I am not asleep!" Then he arose and sat up, whilst the damsels laughed at him and hid [their
laughter] from him; and he was confounded in his wit and bit upon his finger. The bite hurt him and he cried "Oh!" and was vexed; and the Khalif watched him, whence he
saw him not, and laughed..Now the king was a very old man and destiny decreed the ending of his term of life; so he died and when he was buried, the folk assembled and
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on to Theghr el Khanekah. (177) As for the slave-dealer, he sent the damsel to the house of Ishac en Nedim, whose slave-girls took her and carried her to the bath. Then
each damsel gave her somewhat of her apparel and they decked her with earrings and bracelets, so that she redoubled in beauty and became as she were the moon on
the night of its full. When Ishac returned home from the Khalifs palace, Tuhfeh rose to him and kissed his hand; and he saw that which the slave-girls had done with her and
thanked them therefor and said to them, 'Let her be in the house of instruction and bring her instruments of music, and if she be apt unto singing, teach her; and may God
the Most High vouchsafe her health and weal!' So there passed over her three months, what while she abode with him in the house of instruction, and they brought her the
instruments of music. Moreover, as time went on, she was vouchsafed health and soundness and her beauty waxed many times greater than before and her pallor was
changed to white and red, so that she became a ravishment to all who looked on her..One day, as I was thus feigning sleep, I felt a hand in my lap, and in it a magnificent
purse. So I seized the hand and behold, it was that of a fair woman. Quoth I to her, "O my lady, who art thou?" And she said, "Rise [and come away] from here, that I may
make myself known to thee." So I arose and following her, fared on, without tarrying, till she stopped at the door of a lofty house, whereupon quoth I to her,"O my lady, who
art thou? Indeed, thou hast done me kindness, and what is the reason of this?" "By Allah," answered she, "O Captain Mum, I am a woman on whom desire and longing are
sore for the love of the daughter of the Cadi Amin el Hukm. Now there was between us what was and the love of her fell upon my heart and I agreed with her upon meeting,
according to possibility and convenience. But her father Amin el Hukm took her and went away, and my heart cleaveth to her and love-longing and distraction are sore upon
me on her account.".? ? ? ? ? c. Abou Sabir ccccxlviii.Fifth Officer's Story, The, ii. 144..? ? ? ? ? O thou my inclining to love him that blamest, Shall lovers be blamed for the
errors of Fate?.82. The Ignorant Man who set up for a Schoolmaster dclxvii.As for Er Reshid, he shut himself up with Tuhfeh that night and found her a clean maid and
rejoiced in her; and she took high rank in his heart, so that he could not endure from her a single hour and committed to her the keys of the affairs of the realm, for that
which he saw in her of good breeding and wit and modesty. Moreover, he gave her fifty slave-girls and two hundred thousand dinars and clothes and trinkets and jewels
and precious stones, worth the kingdom of Egypt; and of the excess of his love for her, he would not entrust her to any of the slave-girls or eunuchs; but, whenas he went
out from her, he locked the door upon her and took the key with him, against he should return to her, forbidding the damsels to go in to her, of his fear lest they should slay
her or practise on her with knife or poison; and on this wise he abode awhile..? ? ? ? ? If, in his own land, midst his folk, abjection and despite Afflict a man, then exile sure
were better for the wight..Son, Story of King Ibrahim and his, i. 138..78. The Water-Carrier and the Goldsmith's Wife cccxc.? ? ? ? ? How long, O Fate, wilt thou oppress and
baffle me?.? ? ? ? ? To Baghdad upon a matter of all moment do I fare, For the love of one whose beauties have my reason led astray..When the folk heard his words, they
talked of letting him go; but the Persian said, 'O folk, let not his speech beguile you. This fellow is none other than a thief who knoweth how to sing, and when he happeneth
on the like of us, he is a singer.' 'O our lord,' answered they, 'this man is a stranger, and needs must we release him.' Quoth he, 'By Allah, my heart revolteth from this
fellow! Let me make an end of him with beating.' But they said, 'Thou mayst nowise do that' So they delivered the singer from the Persian, the master of the house, and
seated him amongst them, whereupon he fell to singing to them and they rejoiced in him..There was once, of old days and in bygone ages and times, in the city of Baghdad,
the Abode of Peace, a king mighty of estate, lord of understanding and beneficence and liberality and generosity, and he was strong of sultanate and endowed with might
and majesty and magnificence. His name was Ins ben Cais ben Rebiya es Sheibani, (47) and when he took horse, there rode unto him [warriors] from the farthest parts of
the two Iraks. (48) God the Most High decreed that he should take to wife a woman hight Afifeh, daughter of Ased es Sundusi, who was endowed with beauty and grace
and brightness and perfection and justness of shape and symmetry; her face was like unto the new moon and she had eyes as they were gazelle's eyes and an aquiline
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nose like the crescent moon. She had learned horsemanship and the use of arms and had thoroughly studied the sciences of the Arabs; moreover, she had gotten by heart
all the dragomanish (49) tongues and indeed she was a ravishment to mankind..? ? ? ? ? Read thou my writ and apprehend its purport, for my case This is and fate hath
stricken me with sorrows past allay..? ? ? ? ? b. The Cook's Story (238) cxxi.Then came forward the fourteenth officer and said, 'Know that the story I have to tell is
pleasanter and more extraordinary than this; and it is as follows..When it was eventide, the king caused avoid his sitting chamber and summoned the vizier, who presented
himself and making his obeisance to the king, kissed the earth before him and bespoke him as follows:.SHEHRZAD AND SHEHRIYAR. (163).? ? ? ? ? How many, in
Yemameh, (64) dishevelled widows plain! How many a weakling orphan unsuccoured doth remain,.Haroun er Reshid, Tuhfet el Culoub and, ii. 203..? ? ? ? ? Then, after
them came I to thee and union did entreat And unto thee set forth at length my case and my design;.Officer's Story, The Tenth, ii. 172..? ? ? ? ? I wonder, shall I and the
friend who's far from me Once more be granted of Fate to meet, we twain!.Then he called his servant Aamir and said to him, "Saddle the horses." When the nurse heard his
words and indeed [she saw that] Aamir brought him the horses and they were resolved upon departure, the tears ran down upon her cheeks and she said to him, "By Allah,
thy separation is grievous to me, O solace of the eye!" Then said she, "Where is the goal of thine intent, so we may know thy news and solace ourselves with thy report?"
Quoth he, "I go hence to visit Akil, the son of my father's brother, for that he hath his sojourn in the camp of Kundeh ben Hisham, and these twenty years have I not seen
him nor he me; wherefore I purpose to repair to him and discover his news and return hither. Then will I go hence to Yemen, if it be the will of God the Most High.".When
King Bekhtzeman heard this, his heart was comforted and he said in himself, 'I put my trust in God. If He will, I shall overcome mine enemy by the might of God the Most
High.' So he said to the folk, ' Know ye not who I am?' and they answered, ' No, by Allah.' Quoth he, 'I am King Bekhtzeman.' When they heard this and knew that it was
indeed he, they dismounted from their horses and kissed his stirrup, to do him honour, and said to him, 'O king, why hast thou thus adventured thyself?' Quoth he, 'Indeed,
my life is a light matter to me and I put my trust in God the Most High, looking to Him for protection.' And they answered him, saying, 'May this suffice thee! We will do with
thee that which is in our power and whereof thou art worthy: comfort thy heart, for we will succour thee with our goods and our lives, and we are his chief officers and the
most in favour with him of all folk. So we will take thee with us and cause the folk follow after thee, for that the inclination of the people, all of them, is to thee.' Quoth he, 'Do
that unto which God the Most High enableth you.'.The Twenty-First Night of the Month..32. The Khalif Hisham and the Arab Youth dxxxiv.Now the children had entered the
coppice, to make water, and there was there a forest of trees, wherein, if a horseman entered, he might wander by the week, [before finding his way out], for none knew the
first thereof from the last. So the boys entered therein and knew not how they should return and went astray in that wood, to an end that was willed of God the Most High,
whilst their father sought them, but found them not. So he returned to their mother and they abode weeping for their children. As for these latter, when they entered the
wood, it swallowed them up and they went wandering in it many days, knowing not where they had entered, till they came forth, at another side, upon the open
country..THE TEN VIZIERS; OR THE HISTORY OF KING AZADBEKHT AND HIS SON. (94).123. The Blacksmith who could Handle Fire without Hurt cccclxxi.When the
company heard the seventh officer's story, they were moved to exceeding mirth, and El Melik ez Zahir Bibers rejoiced in that which he heard and said, 'By Allah, there
betide things in this world, from which kings are shut out, by reason of their exalted station!" Then came forward another man from amongst the company and said, 'There
hath reached me from one of my friends another story bearing on the malice of women and their craft, and it is rarer and more extraordinary and more diverting than all that
hath been told to you.".Fourteenth Officer's Story, The, ii. 183..? ? ? ? ? For if "Her grave above her is levelled" it be said, Of life and its continuance no jot indeed reck I..? ?
? ? ? So hath the Merciful towards Hudheifeh driven you, A champion ruling over all, a lion of great might..27. The Khalif Hisham and the Arab Youth cclxxi.? ? ? ? ? b. The
Second Calender's Story xlii.A certain thief was a [cunning] workman and used not to steal aught, till he had spent all that was with him; moreover, he stole not from his
neighbours, neither companied with any of the thieves, lest some one should come to know him and his case get wind. On this wise he abode a great while, in flourishing
case, and his secret was concealed, till God the Most High decreed that he broke in upon a poor man, deeming that he was rich. When he entered the house, he found
nought, whereat he was wroth, and necessity prompted him to wake the man, who was asleep with his wife. So he aroused him and said to him, 'Show me thy treasure.'.34.
The City of Irem dxxxviii.Speedy Relief of God, Of the, i. 174..? ? ? ? ? Quoth I (and mine a body is of passion all forslain, Ay, and a heart that's all athirst for love and
longing pain.83. Adi ben Zeid and the Princess Hind dclxviii.Presently, she came to me again and I said to her, "Here is thy money and I have gained [with it] other thousand
dinars." Quoth she, "Keep it by thee and take these other thousand dinars. As soon as I have departed from thee, go thou to Er Rauzeh (183) and build there a goodly
pavilion, and when the building thereof is accomplished, give me to know thereof." So saying, she left me and went away. As soon as she was gone, I betook myself to Er
Rauzeh and addressed myself to the building of the pavilion, and when it was finished, I furnished it with the goodliest of furniture and sent to the lady to tell her that I had
made an end of its building; whereupon she sent back to me, saying, "Let him meet me to-morrow at daybreak at the Zuweyleh gate and bring with him a good ass." So I
got me an ass and betaking myself to the Zuweyleh gate, at the appointed time, found there a young man on horse- back, awaiting her, even as I awaited her..? ? ? ? ? I
supplicate Him, who parted us and doomed Our separation, that we may meet again..? ? ? ? ? O hills of the sands and the rugged piebald plain, Shall the bondman of love
win ever free from pain!.Then she cast the lute from her hand and swooned away; so she was carried to her chamber and indeed passion waxed upon her. After a long
while, the Commander of the Faithful sent for her a third time and bade her sing. So she took the lute and sang the following verses:.Then, when it was night, she brought
her to me, after she had adorned her and perfumed her, and said to her, "Gainsay not this thy lord in aught that he shall seek of thee." When she came to bed with me, I
said in myself, "Verily, this damsel (216) is more generous than I!" Then I sent away the slave-girl and drew not nigh unto her, but arose forthright and betaking myself to my
wife, lay with her and did away her maidenhead. She straightway conceived by me and accomplishing the time of her pregnancy, gave birth to this dear little daughter; in
whom I rejoiced, for that she was lovely to the utterest, and she hath inherited her mother's wit and her father's comeliness..Destiny, Of, i. 136..Haste not to that thou dost
desire; for haste is still unblest, ii. 88..? ? ? ? ? a. Story of the Chief of the New Cairo Police dciv.So he left her and slept his night and on the morrow he repaired to the
shop of his friend the druggist and saluted him. The other welcomed him and questioned him of his case; whereupon he told him how he had fared, till he came to the
mention of the woman's husband, when he said, 'Then came the cuckold her husband and she clapped me into the chest and shut the lid on me, whilst her addlepated pimp
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of a husband went round about the house, top and bottom; and when he had gone his way, we returned to what we were about.' With this, the druggist was certified that the
house was his house and the wife his wife, and he said, 'And what wilt thou do to-day?' Quoth the singer, 'I shall return to her and weave for her and full her yarn, (198) and
I came but to thank thee for thy dealing with me.'.Relief of God, Of the Speedy, i. 174..When the king heard this, he could not contain himself, but rushed in upon them and
said to them, 'Out on you! What did ye? Tell me.' And they said, 'Pardon, O king.' Quoth he, 'An ye would have pardon from God and me, it behoveth you to tell me the truth,
for nothing shall save you from me but truth-speaking.' So they prostrated themselves before him and said, 'By Allah, O king, the viziers gave us this gold and taught us to
lie against Abou Teman, so thou mightest put him to death, and what we said was their words.' When the king heard this, he plucked at his beard, till he was like to tear it up
by the roots and bit upon his fingers, till he well-nigh sundered them in twain, for repentance and sorrow that he had wrought hastily and had not delayed with Abou Temam,
so he might look into his affair..Rich Man and his Wasteful Son, The, i. 252..On this wise they abode months and years and the queen-mother ceased not to do thus till the
cook's brother came to the town in his ship, and with him Selim. So he landed with the youth and showed him to the queen, [that she might buy him]. When she saw him,
she augured well of him; so she bought him from the cook's brother and was kind to him and entreated him with honour. Then she fell to proving him in his parts and making
assay of him in his affairs and found in him all that is in kings' sons of understanding and breeding and goodly manners and qualities..28. Hatim Tai; his Generosity after
Death dxxxi.The company marvelled at this story and said all, 'Woe to the oppressor!' Then came forward the sixteenth officer and said, 'And I also will tell you a marvellous
story, and it is on this wise..His story troubled the Sultan's deputy and he was sore enraged against him; so he drew his sword and smiting him, cut off his head; whereupon
one recited the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? Most like a wand of emerald my shape it is, trow I; Amongst the fragrant flow'rets there's none with me can vie..? ? ? ? ? Drink of
the first-run wine, that shows as very flame it were, When from the pitcher 'tis outpoured, or ere the day appear..? ? ? ? ? We spent the night in passing the cup, my mates
and I, Till in the Eastward heaven the day-star did appear..? ? ? ? ? The flames of long desire wax on me day by day And far away are pitched the tent-poles of my
fair..Then the prince rose to him and embraced him and kissed him and entreated him with honour. Moreover, he seated him in a chair and bestowed on him a dress of
honour; and he turned to his father and said to him, 'This is the king who pardoned me and this is his ear that I cut off with an arrow; and indeed he deserveth pardon from
me, for that he pardoned me.' Then said he to Bihkerd, 'Verily, the issue of clemency hath been a provision for thee [in thine hour of need].' And they entreated him with the
utmost kindness and sent him back to his own country in all honour and worship Know, then, O King," continued the youth, "that there is no goodlier thing than clemency
and that all thou dost thereof, thou shalt find before thee, a treasure laid up for thee.".King and his Chamberlain's Wife, The, ii. 53..Thief, A Merry Jest of a, ii. 186..Lavish of
House and Victual to one whom he knew not, The Man who was, i. 293..? ? ? ? ? Me, till I stricken was therewith, to love thou didst excite, And with estrangement now,
alas! heap'st sorrows on my spright..?OF THE SPEEDY RELIEF OF GOD..Vizier Er Rehwan, King Shah Bekht and his, i. 215..His love he'd have hid, but his tears
denounced him to the spy, iii. 42.Then he sprang up [and going] to the place wherein was the other half of his good, [took it] and lived with it well; and he swore that he
would never again consort with those whom he knew, but would company only with the stranger nor entertain him but one night and that, whenas it morrowed, he would
never know him more. So he fell to sitting every night on the bridge (7) and looking on every one who passed by him; and if he saw him to be a stranger, he made friends
with him and carried him to his house, where he caroused with him till the morning. Then he dismissed him and would never more salute him nor ever again drew near unto
him neither invited him.
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