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detail with detail, so it may be perfect for the your own life and you. By lunch, he had turned the final page, and he was so full of the tale that he seemed to have no room for

food. While his mother kept reminding him to eat, he regaled her with the details of John Thomas Stuart's great adventures with Lummox, as though every word that

Heinlein had written were not science fiction, but truth..Junior no longer leaned casually on the casing. He put both hands flat against the door..Barty followed the movement

of her hand, raised his gaze to her eyes, hesitated, and then said questioningly, "No pie?".straddles him, driving big fists into his back, brutally into his sides. With high

fences and hedgerows of Indian laurels.A stab of horror punctured Celestina as she failed to repress a mental image of a carnival-sideshow monster, half dragon and half

insect, coiled in her sister's womb. She hated the rapist's child but was appalled by her hatred, for the baby was blameless..During the preparation of the cards, Barty had

fallen asleep in his mother's arms, but with the revelation of his name on the ace, he had awakened again, perhaps because with his head resting on her bosom, he was

alarmed by the sudden acceleration of her heartbeat..Agnes had lifted him to this perch. Now she smoothed his hair, straightened his shirt, and retied his loosened

shoelaces, finding it even harder than she had expected to say what needed to be said. She thought she might require Dr. Chan's presence, after all..The street in front of

the gallery was as flooded by a sea of fog as the alleyway at the back. The headlights of passing traffic probed the gloom like beams from deep-salvage submersibles at

work on the ocean floor..Tom received a fierce hug, too, and a sisterly kiss, and he was grateful for them. He had been a loner for too long, as a hunter of men pretty much

had to be when on a long hard road of recuperation and then on a mission of vengeance, even if he called it a mission of justice. During the few days he'd spent guarding

Celestina and Grace and Angel in the city, and subsequently during the week with Wally, Tom had felt that he was part of a family, even if it was just a family of friends, and

he had been surprised to realize how much he needed that feeling..MONDAY MORNING, far above Joe Lampion's grave, the translucent blue California sky shed a rain of

light so pure and clear that the world seemed to have been washed clean of all its stains..Because Harrison, with the best of intentions, had not wanted to open wounds,

Cain could walk up to Celestina anywhere, anytime, and she wouldn't know that he might have been her sister's rapist. To her, his face was that of any stranger..The

detective was driven by this string theory of his, and maybe he also saw visions or even heard voices, like Joan of Arc. Joan of Arc with out beauty or grace, Joan of Arc

with a service revolver and the authority to.Suitcases seemed to be missing. Some clothes, as well. Could mean a weekend vacation..In reality, it had been a homely

device, a mere box. In memory, it seemed ominous, charged with the evil portent of a nuclear bomb..The bow business had started a few months ago. Angel said she

wanted to look pretty in her sleep, in case she met a handsome prince in her dreams..MONDAY MORNING, January 17, Agnes's lawyer, Vinnie Lincoln, came to the house

with Joey's will and other papers requiring attention..Quick introductions were made in the process of moving from the porch to the foyer, and Agnes said, "Come on back to

the kitchen, I'm baking pies."."Yes.  The dried root of a Brazilian plant, the ipecacuanha. It induces vomiting with great effectiveness. The active ingredient is a powdered

white alkaloid called emetine.".How ironic it would be if Celestina, the aunt of Seraphim's bastard boy, proved to be the heart mate for whom Junior had been longing

through the past few years of unsatisfying relationships and casual sex. This seemed unlikely, considering the jejune quality of her paintings, but perhaps he could help her

to grow and to evolve as an artist. He was an open-minded man, without prejudices, so anything could happen after the child was found and killed..When the pianist

eventually launched into "Someone to Watch over Me," he didn't appear to be responding to a request, considering that a few other numbers had been played since the

most recent gratuity. The tune was, after all, in his nightly repertoire..Celestina circled him, half carrying but also half dragging the chair, either because her nerves were still

ringing and her arms were weak--or because she was faking weakness in the hope of luring him to a reckless response. Junior circled her while she rounded oil him

frantically trying to deal with the pistol without taking his eyes off his adversary.."What kept me going these past two and a half years was knowing that I could get my hands

on Mr. Cain when I was finally well enough to do something about him.".Edom carried the honey-raisin pear pie, and Agnes toted Barty across the neatly cropped yard, to

the front door. The bell push triggered chimes that played the first ten notes of "That Old Black Magic," which they heard distinctly through the glass in the door..During

Barty's hospitalization, they had graduated from the young adult novels by Robert Heinlein to some of the same author's science fiction for general audiences. Now,

pajamaed and in bed, with his sunglasses on the nightstand but his padded eye patches still in place, Barty listened, rapt, to the beginning of Double Star.He decided to use

the tool just three times on each deadbolt before trying the door. The less noise the better. Maybe luck would be with him..The apartment above Elena's Fashions could be

reached by a set of exterior stairs at the back of the building. The climb had never before taxed Agnes in the least, but now it took away her breath and left her legs

trembling by the time she reached the top landing..Instead, he was given a small color brochure featuring samples of the artist's work. It also contained the same

photograph of her smiling face that graced the window..Although first-rate, the surgical team wasn't able to reattach the badly torn extremity. Tissue damage was too

extensive to permit delicate bone, nerve, and blood-vessel repair..When the waiter had gone, -Tom said, "Don't worry about abetting a crime. If I had to pop Cain to prevent

him from hurting someone, I wouldn't hesitate. But I'd never act as judge and jury otherwise."."Yes, I'm nicely rounding myself into an early grave," he said almost cheerfully.

"And I must admit to enjoying it.".The expectation with which Tom had been greeted on his arrival was as thin as the air at Himalayan heights compared to the rich stew of

anticipation now aboil..Apparently, he didn't lean back far enough, because amazingly he landed on his feet in the winter-faded grass. The shock buckled him, and he

dropped to his knees. Still cradling Grace, he lowered her to the ground as gently as he'd ever lowered fragile Perri onto her bed-quite as if he had planned it this way..Lying

on his side in bed, clothed and shod, knees drawn up, arms folded across his chest, hands pressed under his chin, like a precocious fetus dressed and waiting for birth,

Junior tried to recall the chain of logic that had led to this long and difficult pursuit of Bartholomew. That chain led three years into the past, however, which to Junior was an

eternity, and not all the links were still in place..His enjoyment of the art was diminished by these associations, and as Junior turned away from Industrial Woman, his

attention was suddenly captured by the quarters. Three lay on the floor at her gear wheel-and-meat-cleaver feet. They had not been here earlier..Lientery's work met the

criteria of great art, about which Junior had learned in art-appreciation courses. It undermined his sense of reality, left him wary, filled him with angst and with loathing for

the human condition, and made him wish he hadn't just eaten dinner..Celestina succumbed to a fit of giggles. Before she could control them, she used up two Kleenex to
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blow her nose and to blot the laughter from her eyes..The moon shimmered, and the stars blurred-but only briefly, for her devotion to this boy was a fiery furnace that

tempered the steel of her spine and brought a drying heat to her eyes. Without Franklin Chan's full approval but with his complete understanding, Agnes took Barty home.

On Monday, they would return to Hoag Hospital, where Barty would receive surgery on Tuesday..The restaurant wasn't fancy. A coffee shop. Aromatic bacon sizzling, eggs

frying. The warm cinnamony smell of fresh pastries, the bracing scent of strong coffee. Clean, bright surroundings..Without a word, Joshua Nunn and the paramedic

retreated to the foyer. The parlor doors slid shut..Admitting to the likelihood that he would never again devote himself seriously to his business, Paul sold it to Jim Kessel,

long his good right hand and fellow pharmacist..Smiling in the fearless dark, she listened to the rhythmic breathing of a sleeping boy..Munching an Almond Joy, Junior

returned to the phone book, with no choice but to find Bartholomew the hard way..On the two-chair bed beside her mother, Angel issued small cries of distress in her sleep.

Whatever presences flocked around her in the dream, they weren't baby chickens..Three equally modest rooms opened off this lounge. Two housed complete dental units,

and the third provided cramped office space shared by the receptionist and the doctor..Now, without realizing when it had happened, he had been lowered from his knees to

his right side. Head elevated and tilted by one of the paramedics. So he could expel the bile, the blood, rather than choke on it..From the chair in the comer, where Agnes

sat, it seemed that Joshua took an inordinately long time on what was usually a quick examination. Worry so weighed on her that the physician's customary thoroughness

seemed, this time, to be filled with dire meaning..Using the straight edge of a ruler to guide his eye down each column, Junior searched for Bartholomew, ignoring

surnames. He had already checked to see if anyone in the county had Bartholomew for a last name; no one in this directory did.."so she's married," Junior said, figuring that

maybe Celestina wasn't his heart mate, after all.."Then I'll attend to everything right away," the doctor said, reaching for the privacy curtain that surrounded the ER

bed..While Jacob ate, he browsed through a new coffee-table book on dam disasters. He talked more to himself than to Barty and Angel, as he spot-read the text and

looked at pictures. "Oh, my," he would say in sonorous tones. Or sadly, sadly: "Oh, the horror of it." Or with indignation: "Criminal. Criminal that it was built so poorly."

Sometimes he clucked his tongue in his cheek or sighed or groaned in commiseration..Their story would be that Cain's gun had jammed just as Tom had entered Barty's

bedroom. Too cowardly for hand-to-hand combat, the Shamefaced Slayer had fled through the open window. He was loose once more in an unsuspecting world..Murmuring

reassurances, Celestina put a hand on the girl's head and smoothed her brow, her hair, until the sour dream was sweetened by the touch..find reason to celebrate every

development in life, including the cruelest catastrophe, by discovering the bright side to even the darkest hour..Leaning across the front seat, he lowered the passenger's

window six inches. Then he lowered the driver's-side window an equal distance..From out of the fog and darkness came the slap of running feet on bricks. He was sprinting

toward the back of the house..THE MORNING THAT it happened was bright and blue in March, two months after Barty took Angel for a dry walk in wet weather, seven

weeks after Celestina married Wally, and five weeks after the happy newlyweds completed their purchase of the Galloway house next door to the Lampion place. Selma

Galloway, retired from a professorship years earlier, had subsequently retired further, taking advantage of the equity in her long-owned home to buy a little condo on the

beach in nearby Carlsbad..Edom drove, happy to assist Agnes. He was happier still that he didn't have to make the pie deliveries alone..With that thought, he made himself

laugh. Unfortunately, his laughter was high-pitched and shaky, and it scared the hell out of him..Drawing from a well of inspiration deeper than instinct, Junior knew that if

ever he crossed paths with a man named Bartholomew, he must be prepared to deal with him as aggressively as he had dealt with Naomi. And without delay..Although faint

and somewhat hollow, the woman's crooning was pure and so on-note that this a cappella rendition fell as pleasantly on the ear as any voice sweetened by an orchestra.

Yet the song had a disturbing quality, as well, an eerie note of yearning, longing, a piercing sadness. For want of a better word, her voice was haunting..Toward the front of

the house, along a hallway suddenly as dark as a tunnel, toward a vague light in the seething gloom. And here a window at the end of the hall..Concerned that Junior's

crying jag would trigger spasms of the abdominal muscles and ultimately another attack of hemorrhagic vomiting, the nurse had with her a tranquilizer. She wanted him to

use the apple juice to wash down the pill..Edom and Jacob Isaacson were her older brothers, who lived in two small apartments above the four-car garage at the back of the

property.."Cancer," she whispered, and superstitiously reproached herself for speaking the word aloud, as though thereby she'd given power to the malignancy and ensured

its existence.."Wait," said Deed, holding out one hand either beseechingly or to block the door..On the morning in August that Agnes came home from Dr. Joshua Nunn's

office with the results of tests and with a diagnosis of acute myeloblastic leukemia, she asked that everyone pack up and caravan, not to deliver pies, but to visit an

amusement park. She wanted to ride the roller coaster, spin on the Tilt-A-Whirl, and mostly watch the children laugh. She intended to store up the memory of Barty's

laughter as he had stored up the sight of her face in advance of the surgery to remove his eyes.."Nervous," he said, and howled when one of the paramedics proved to be a

sadist masquerading as an angel of mercy..Shivering, Junior slammed the trunk lid and warily surveyed the lonely landscape. Black pines spread bristled arms through the

charry night, and the moon cast down a jaundiced light that seemed to obscure more than it illuminated..Done with dolls for now, Barty and Angel went upstairs to his room,

where the book that talked waited patiently in silence. With her colored pencils and a large pad of drawing paper, she clambered onto the cushioned window seat. Barty sat

up in bed and switched on the tape player that stood on the nightstand..IN HOSPITALS, AS in farmhouses, breakfast comes soon after dawn, because both healing and

growing are hard work, and long days of labor required to save the human species, which spends as mu& time earning its pain and hunger as it does trying to escape

them.."From time to time now, you're going to be written about," Helen warned. "Be prepared for a peevish critic or two, furious about your optimism.".Nevertheless, being

cautious even as he seized the day--or the night, in this case-he parked a short distance from his destination, on a parallel street. He walked the last three blocks..Celestina

often thought of his wife and twin boys-Rowena, Danny, and Harry--dead in that airliner crash six years ago, and sometimes she was pierced by a sense of loss so poignant

that they might have been members of her own family. She grieved as much over their loss of Wally as over his loss of them, and as blasphemous as the thought might be,

she wondered why God had been so cruel as to sunder such a family. Rowena, Danny, and Harry had crossed all waters of suffering and lived now eternally in the

kingdom. One day they would all be rejoined with the special husband and father they had lost; but even the reward of Heaven seemed inadequate compensation for being

denied so many years here on earth with a man as good and kind and big of heart as Walter Lipscomb..He remembered standing in the cemetery, downhill from Seraphim's

grave-although at the time he'd known only that it was a Negro being buried, not that it was his former lover-and thinking that the rains would over time carry the juices of
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the decomposing Negro corpse into the lower grave that contained Naomi's remains. Had that been a half-psychic moment on his part, a dim awareness that another and

far more dangerous connection between dead Naomi and dead Seraphim had already been formed?.In the cab, pulling into traffic, the driver said, "The mister tells me

you're the star of the show tonight.".The second time, armed with the previously calculated fact that each regular year contains 3,153,600 seconds, and that a leap year

contains an additional 86,400, she vetted Barty's answer in only four minutes. Thereafter, she accepted his numbers without verification..Although to Paul this was no more

than childish chatter, Tom knew at once that the girl referred to his explanation for why he wasn't sad about his damaged face: the salt and pepper shakers representing two

Toms, the hit-and-run rhinoceros, the different worlds all in one place. "Yes, Angel. That's something like what I was talking about.".Leaving the children under the tree, Tom

returned to the house to phone the police..With a thin hiss of disgust, Junior pulled away from the thing, whatever it was, withdrew the flashlight from his belt, and listened

intently for sounds in the alleyway. No voices. No footsteps. Only distant traffic noises so muffled that they sounded like the grunts and groans and low menacing growls of

foraging animals, displaced predators prowling the urban mist..Deciduous black oaks lined the street. All were leafless at this time of year, gnarled limbs clawing at the

moon..Dr. Lipscomb inclined his head slightly toward the pianist, in the manner of a stem headmaster about to emphasize a lesson with a sharp twist of the offending boy's

ear. "Miss White and the baby will have vacated these premises by the end of the week-unless you insist on bothering them with your chatter. For every minute you harass

them, their departure will be extended one day.".Copyright (c) 2001 by Ursula K. Le Guin All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced or transmitted in

any form or by any means, electronic or mechanical, including photocopy, recording, or any information storage and retrieval system, without permission in writing from the

publisher.."Well," Kathleen said, "even if the money wasn't so nice, I'd be sorry to see this case end.".Turning away from the window, Celestina grabbed the girl and pushed

her toward the bed, whispering, "Down, under.".PERRI'S POLIO-WHITTLED body did not test the strength of her pallbearers. The minister prayed for her soul, her friends

mourned her loss, and the earth received her..Maria was hand-repairing some of Joey's clothes, which Agnes had meticulously damaged earlier in the day.."Here we are,"

said the driver, braking to a stop at the curb in front of the gallery..The night was holding its breath again, the previous breeze now pent up in the breast of darkness..He

capped the bottle, pocketed it, and then kicked the dead man, kicked him again, and spat on him.."Frequently, symptoms appear early enough that radiation therapy in one

or both eyes has a chance to succeed. Sometimes strabismus-in which one eye diverges from the other, either inward toward the nose or outward toward the temple-can be

an early sign, though more often we're alerted when the patient reports problems with vision.".Junior's fear gave way to an appreciation for the irony in this situation.

Gradually, he regained the ability to smile, tossed the coin in the air, caught it, and dropped it in his pocket.."Really, Angel," Barty said with genuine concern, "it might be

scary. I got another one we could listen to, if you want."
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