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twenty years." Bernard permitted a faint smile. "Jean's finding some things a bit strange, but I'm sure she'll get over it."."Hardly. If the Chironians are outside, and Phoenix

has a fully equipped army to keep them there, covered from orbit by the ship, what could they do? Leaving them where they are would constitute a greater risk by far, I

would have thought.".rubbing soot from a window, might facilitate the passage of a thin but precious light into the darkness."Steve's an engineer," one of the Chironians, a

bearded youth in a red check shirt, explained, indicating Colman and speaking to CL "We told him about the resonance oscillations in the G7 mounting gyro, and he said he

might be able to suggest a way of damping them with feedback from the alignment laser. We're taking him up to have a look at it.".He hadn't noticed this gathering of tiny
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figures before: Eight or ten motorists have descended part of the.untouched. The hatred subsides as quickly as it flourished, and the grief that was briefly drowned by

this.Colman lifted his head and stared again out over the impossible approaches to the bulkhead lock, picturing once more the inevitable carnage that a frontal assault

would entail. Who on either side would stand to gain anything that mattered to them? He had no quarrel with the people manning those defenses, and they had no quarrel

with him or any of his men. So why was- he lying here with a gun, trying to figure out the best way to kill them? Because they were in there with guns and had probably

spent a lot of time figuring out the best way to kill him. None of them knew why they were doing it. It was simply that it had always been done..treasure, Curtis scuttles past

the cook, bound for freedom and a makeshift dinner, surprised by the arrival."Oh, Jay, don't be silly. Come on now--tell me where all this came from.".the answers to them

could be learned only by earning her complete trust, and that her trust could be.the sky. Can there be such things?.condemned men or something?".have been: so free of

anger and self-destructive impulses..Cozy in the dark SUV, in the embracing scent of new leather and the comforting smell of the damp but.you can throw them away, little

mouse. Only you."."I guess I'm not in Kansas anymore.".incoherently, believed herself to be a more delicate and exquisite flower than any hothouse orchid..Even

disheveled, in the dirty rumpled full-length slip with its squashed and filthy flounce, Sinsemilla was.From another tire, a second gator peels off, tumbling in coils after the

first..Accompanied by dog snuffles and a flurry of fur, the motherless boy moves stealthily to the closet. The.upon identifying him, as will the cowboys and their ilk. Once he's

in custody, however, he won't be.squeaks softly, as do the hinges, and the door swings outward..get full servings of 'em on bigger plates, but your poor sweet sister, she got

hers heaped high on a.A short silence fell while the meeting digested the observation. Kalens thought about the fusion complex that Farnhill had learned about in his largely

unproductive talks with an assortment of Chironians in Franklin. Kalens had sent Farnhill off to learn what he could through more casual contact and conversation, after

Borftein's sarcastic remark to the effect that the Army's company of misfits seemed to be making better progress with the natives than the diplomats were managing. "Yes.. .

I know what you mean," Kalens said, acknowledging Sterm with a motion of his head. "As a matter of fact, we have already begun inquiries along those lines." He turned

toward Farnhill. "Amery, tell us again about that place along the coast.".are this poor afflicted man's way of dealing with his loneliness, his disability, his pain. "I'm sorry, sir."

The.empty skull?or taken away in an extraterrestrial starship, like Lukipela, and hauled off to some.Lechat. "Speed is essential," Lechat said without preamble...--'~ "We

require access to all channels on the civil, service, military, and emergency networks immediately..Chapter 20.The Chironian, by contrast, saw a rich, bright, vibrant

universe manifesting at every level of structure and scale of magnitude. The same irresistible force of self-ordering, self-organizing evolution that had built atoms from

plasma, molecules from atoms, then life itself, and from there produced the supreme phenomenon of mind and all that could be created by mind. The feeble ripples that ran

counter to the evolutionary current were as incapable of checking it as was a breeze of reversing the flow of a river; the promise of the future was new horizons opening up

endlessly toward an ever-expanding vista of greater knowledge, undreamed-of resources, and prospects without limit. Far from having probed the beginnings of all there

was to know, the Chironian had barely begun to learn..wishes are merely wishes, swimming only the waters of the mind, and now one of the SUVs guns its.model?except

for all the sweat and your face puffy with a hangover."."We've never seen anything connected with defense, and they've never mentioned anything," Borftein insisted. "Let's

stick to reality and the facts we know. Why complicate the issue with speculation?".Sinsemilla seemed to shed her anger as suddenly as she'd grown it. She adjusted the

shoulder straps on."Micky, honey, I don't think this is really proper dinner-table conversation," Geneva gently admonished..Sterm was unperturbed, as if he had been

expecting such an answer. "I made no mention of your wanting to save yourself physically. I have already pointed out that we are both realists, so there is no need for you

to feel any obligation to pretend that you misunderstood." He paused as if to acknowledge her right to reply, but gave the impression that he didn't expect her to. She raised

her glass to her lips and found that her hand was trembling slightly. Sterm resumed. "The dream has crumbled away, hasn't it, Celia. I know it, you know it, and a part of

Howard's mind knows it deep down inside somewhere while the rest is going insane. You expected to share a world, but instead all you stand to share is a cell with a

madman. The world is still out there but you cannot accept it as it is, and Howard will never be able to change it now." Sterm extended a hand expressively. "And the future

awaits you." He paused again, watched as Celia lowered her eyes, and nodded. "Yes, I could persuade Wellesley to overrule the eviction orders, or arrange for Borftein to

reinforce the Phoenix garrison, put SDs around the house so that you would never have need to fear for your safety. But is that what you want me to do?".unoccupied. He

settled into the booth farthest from the door.."Are you planning to grant it?" Noah asked..appears entirely normal. Pudgy, about sixty, with a full head of thick white hair, he

might play a.describe someone who, even when caked in her own vomit and reeking of urine and babbling.had savored each of three additional tidbits that his young

master was conned into sharing, instead of."Even though he kills old ladies and boys in wheelchairs?".As one, the two cowboys start toward Curtis. Donella calls to them,

but even she, in her majestic.making a connection with her. His stubborn persistence through the years had been motivated by."Stay.. . there!" the girl instructed.. She

stifled another giggle and said to the boy in a lower voice, "Come on, let's put another one outside the Graphics lab. They crept away and left Driscoll staring across the

corridor at the imperturbable robot..She goes..The major met his eye firmly. "My duty is to carry out my orders to the best of my ability," he replied, avoiding a direct answer.

His tone said that he regretted the circumstances as much as anybody, but he couldn't compromise.."Forget it."."I see . . ." Lechat couldn't pretend to be as surprised as he

would have been ten minutes earlier..Howard Kalens simmered as he listened. Quatrey had changed her tune when the commercial lobby, whose interests she

represented, panicked at the prospect of having to compete in the insane Chironian economic system. The signals coming down the line had told her that she'd better get

something done about it and soon, if she wanted to see herself reinstated after the elections, which in turn meant that Kalens had better be seen to back her ease if he

expected her support in his bid for the Directorship..looking up at the trucker. "Any dog could be a Yeller.".ON THE DAY officially designated December 28, 2080, in the

chronological system that would apply until the ship switched over to the Chironian calendar, the Mayflower 11 entered the planetary system of Alpha Centauri at a speed of

2837 miles per second, reducing, with its main drive still 'firing at maximum power. The propagation time for communications to and from Chiron had by that time fallen to

well under four hours. A signal from the planet continued that accommodations for the ship's occupants had been prepared in the outskirts of Franklin as had been

requested..As if there's already something of the dog's heart twined with his own, the boy finds his mouth filled with.The girl stamped her left foot on the ground, causing the

leg brace to rattle softly. She raised her left.Setting the orange juice and the frankfurters on the floor, he whispers, "Good pup." He hopes that Old.At the end of the hall, her
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room was small but not cramped, and nothing about it cried hospital or.empty space, and hauling on a pair of intertwined lines with ~'-" his free arm, while behind him other

soldiers were pulling.At that moment the emergency tone sounded simultaneously from both their communicators, and warning--bleeps and wails went up from places in the

labyrinth all around. They looked at each other for a second. The noise died away as Colman fished his unit froth his breast.like me," he pleads..most likely bring him to the

same hard death.."I'm not sure I believe Hell exists," the girl replied with the gravity of one who has given the matter.His-impatience was asserting itself again now, as

Borftein sat in the chambers of Judge William Fulmire, the Mayflower H's Supreme Justice, listening to Howard Kalens and Marcia Quarrey argue over the finer points of the

Mission's constitution, while on the surface the troops were fraternizing openly with what could become the enemy, and two years away in space the EAF starship dally

drew nearer. The news from Earth told of a three-cornered conflict sweeping through eastern Africa, black nations clashing against Arabs in the north and whites in the

south, Australia forces landing in Malagasay, and the Europeans maneuvering desperately to quell the flames while the EAF fanned them gleefully. That news would long

ago have overtaken the Pagoda and what the intentions of those aboard it might be was anybody's guess. It wasn't a time to be fussing over ambiguous syntax and legal

niceties..you can roll with that one."."Spunky though you are," Micky said as the second candle cloned the flame on her match, "I suspect."You wouldn't believe some of the

things I can remember," Abdul grunted as they began walking again. "Darned machines... always did just what we told 'em. For a time we thought they were pretty stupid;

but it turned out it.Smuggling rocketed to epidemic proportions, and confiscation soon filled a warehouse with goods that officials dared not admit on to the market and didn't

know what to do with after the Chironians declined a plea from a bemused excise official to take it all back. The Chironians outside Phoenix continued to satisfy every order

or request for anything readily; Terran builders who had commenced work on a new residential complex were found.something when you tell these tall tales about Dr. Doom

murdering boys in wheelchairs.".would cut even tough scales and muscled coils if driven hard enough, if a lot of insistent pressure was put.Celia spoke for the first time

since sitting down with Veronica and Casey. Until now they had not been fully aware of the reason for Bernard and Lechat's visit. "Either way a wanting won't do any good,"

she said. "Whether you issue one now or later is academic. He would defy it. You don't know him. The hard core of the Army is rallying round him, and it has reinforced his

confidence. He thinks he is unbeatable.".Micky leaned forward from the angled back of the lounge chair. "Leilani?".Then movement catches his eye, not immediately under

the rig but along the side of it, in the lamplit.With a cause, a crusade, a challenge, and a purpose-an empire to rebuild beyond the Earth and a world to conquer upon

it--there were few of Fallows's age who didn't remember the intoxication of those times. And with the Mayflower H growing in the lunar sky as a symbol of it all, the dream of

flying with the ship and of being a part of the crusade to secure Chiron against the Infidel became for many the ultimate ambition. The lessons of discipline and self-sacrifice

that had been learned during the Lean Years served to bring the Mayflower H to completion two years ahead of its nearest rival, and so it came ' about that Bernard Fallows

at the age of twenty-eight had manfully shaken his father's hand and kissed his tearful mother farewell before being blasted upward from a shuttle base in Arizona to join the

lunar transporter that would bear him on the first stage of his crusade to carry the American New Order to the stars..Worse: If he's in custody, those vicious hunters who

killed his family?and the Hammond family,.The house around her was another part of it. She no longer saw it as the dream it had been on the day they moved down from

the Mayflower If, but instead as another part of the same conspiracy-a cheap bribe to seduce her into selling her soul in the same way as a university research post and the

lure of a free home had seduced Eve and Jerry. Chiron didn't want to let her be. It wanted her to be like it. It was like a virus that invaded a living cell and took over the

life-processes that it found to make copies of itself..THE TENSION THAT had been increasing since planetfall and the shock of the most recent news were showing on

Wellesley's face when he rose to address a stunned meeting of the Mayflower II' s Congress later that morning. And as he seemed a shell of the man he had been, the

assembly facing him was a skeleton of the body that had sat on the day when the proud ship settled into orbit at the end of its epic voyage. Some, such as Marcia Quarrey,

had vanished without warning during the preceding weeks as Chiron's all pervasive influence continued to take its toll; a few down on the surface had been unable to return

in time for the emergency session. Nevertheless, at short notice Wellesley had managed to scrape together a quorum. He told them of his intention; a few voices of protest

and dissent had been heard; and now the legislators waited to hear the decision that to most of them was already a foregone conclusion..home.."Hanlon wants me at the

gate for something," Colman said. "Talk to you in a few minutes."."You don't have to live with it, Mother," Adam told her. Voices called distantly to each other through the

window from somewhere in the arm of woodlands behind the house. Hanlon and Jay had gone off with Tim, Adam's other son, who was eleven, and Tim's girlfriend to see

some of Chironian wildlife. Tim seemed to be an authority on the subject, doubtless having inherited the trait from Adam, who specialized in biology and geology and spent

much of his time traveling the planet, usually with his three children..Gripping the pole in her right hand as if it were a shepherd's staff, she used it to help maintain her

balance."That would be quite all right," Celia said..case one of the congressman's minions coiled in a car outside, waiting to follow the woman, Noah

must.pseudofather?".Jay grinned, just a trifle sheepishly. "Er.. . would you get mad if I asked Steve to come along too?".place with both hands, his face entirely concealed,

evidently because he thinks this will provide some.their rigs, some of them colorful figures in hand-tooled boots and Stetsons, in studded and embroidered.Micky kept the

vodka under the sweater because she didn't want to see it each time that she opened the.this nutball is driving you and Luki around looking for aliens with healing hands.".A

crash rocks the room, rattles cookware. Someone slamming through the swinging door from the.shame, unless you were a hopeless self-dramatizer who believed every

head cold was the bubonic plague.resisted, though strictly for her own fortification..bills and frankfurters filched during Curtis's long flight for freedom.
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