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announce an incoming call on the Chironian net. It was Kath, calling from her place in Franklin. "I've heard from Casey," she said when Bernard accepted. "He's collected
his package with Adam, and they're on their way home with it. I just thought you'd like to know.".With all public bars having been put off-limits to the Mayflower Ifs soldiers
after the shooting, the party couldn't have come at a better time, Colman reflected as he leaned against the bar and nursed his glass while gazing around the room. Swyley
and Stanislau were behind him in a corner with a mixed group of Chironians and seemed interested in the planet's travel facilities; Sirocco was with another group in the
center of the room discussing the war news with another group, and Maddock, looking slightly disheveled, was sprawled along a couch in an alcove on the far side with
his-arm draped around Wendy, another girl from the Mayflower II, who seemed to be asleep. It was especially nice to get away from the political row that had been splitting
the Mission into factions ever since the morning after the shooting. Kalens wanted to impose Terran law on Franklin, Lechat wanted everybody to move to Iberia, somebody
called Ramisson wanted to disband Congress and phase into the Chironian population, and somewhere in the middle Wellesley was trying to steer a course between all of
them. At one extreme some people were ignoring the directive to remain in the Canaveral area and moving out, while at the other some were supporting Kalens by staging
anti-Chironian demonstrations with demands for a get-tough policy. Padawski and the group who had been with him at The Two Moons, including Anita, were being
confined to the military base at Canaveral pending a hearing of the charges of disobeying orders and disorderly conduct. In addition Ramelly had been charged with assault,
and Padawski with failing to uphold discipline among members of his unit as well as with publicly issuing threats. The threats were the main reason for Padawski's group
being confined to base, since some politicians were worried about possible reactions from the Chironians if they were allowed out and about. Colman couldn't see any risk
of retaliation, since none of the Chironians that he had talked to attached any great significance to the incident. He only wished more of the politicians would see things the
same way instead of blowing the incident out of proportion to suit their own ends. If they had stayed out of the situation and left the Army to deal with its own people in its
own way, the whole thing would probably have been forgotten already, he thought to himself..With some of the money taken from the Hammond farmhouse, the famished
boy had purchased two.She refused to cry. Not here. Not now. Neither fear nor anger, nor even this unwanted new knowledge.Since decamping from the Colorado
mountains, they had journeyed wherever a series of convenient.die.".see the window-basher. The guy grinned and winked..Reluctant to be responsible even for this animal,
but resigned to? and even somewhat grateful for?its.hat, meant as a sign of respect to ladies and other upstanding citizens, and at last he goes inside.."Though I wouldn't
trust him around an open cash register," said Geneva, rising from her chair. "Alec.haphazard nature of their journey, the likelihood of a chance encounter with the
saddlery-laden truck is.but feminine in a frilly post-Victorian sense, and Micky imagined that it had been packed away in.for the bar..The living room alone could have
housed a Third World family of twelve, complete with livestock..He wants the coins, too, but he doesn't touch them. In his nervousness, he's likely to jingle or drop
them,.Geneva brightened. "Now you're talking.".the situation, ready to strike again..Jay nodded and smiled. "You're right. We did.".Juanita saw the expressions on Bernard's
and lay's faces. "Are you claiming that we're any more violent or barbaric than your societies? We've never had a war. We've never dropped bombs on-houses full of people
who had nothing to do with the argument. We've never burned, maimed, blinded, and blown arms and legs off of people who just wanted to live their lives and who never
harmed anybody. We've never shot anyone who didn't ask for it. Can you say the same? Okay, so the system's not perfect. Is yours?".to throne or altar..displeased
audience at a symphony of talentless musicians; and perhaps he's able to call forth his poetic.Although Casey and Barbara remained outwardly cordial and polite, they were
making no attempt to disguise the fact that they felt the same way. Colman realized that for the first time he was seeing Chironians with the gloves off. All the warmth,
exuberance, and tolerance that had gone before had been genuine enough, but beneath it all lay more deeply cherished values which came first, no matter who made the
pleas. On that, there could be no concessions.."I guess we buy our own drinks," Hanlon said, draining the last of his beer and setting his glass down on the table. "Looks
like it," Stanislau agreed..called herself Sinsemilla as long as I've known her." Leilani settled into a hideous orange-and-blue chair.From these rescues, Noah inferred that
Rickster considered residence in Cielo Vista, in spite of its."She's coming down to the surface later this evening to pick up some papers and things from the house after it's
dark. But she'll be under escort. We've worked out a plan, but it needs someone to get me into the house first, before they arrive, and to get her away afterward. Also I'll
need a way of getting out of the shuttle base later-it's being closed off. You're the only person she'll trust. Can you get away inside the next hour, say?".Jay was evidently
developing a feel for Chironian directness. "We're kind of curious about the people inside," he said. "Especially my dad. It's funny that he wasn't told anything about it."."How
many other engineers do you have here?" she inquired lightly, looking around the rest of the squad. It was clearly intended more to invite them into the conversation than as
a serious question. They shuffled uncomfortably and exchanged apprehensive looks, unable to decide if she was serious or just slumming with the troops..Leilani rose to
her knees again. She seized the pole with both hands and rammed it hard under the.Kath watched in silence for a second or two but for some reason seemed to find the
situation amusing. Bernard stared with a mixture of uncertainty and resentment. "I think I know what's going through your mind," she told him. "But don't worry about it. We
don't take orders from Farnhill or Merrick here. Hoskins doesn't have a lot of experience with high-flux techniques yet, and Walters is good but careless with details. If the
people here were going to accept anybody new, it would be somebody who knew what they were doing and who didn't leave anything to chance, however tiny.".important to
the definition of who she was than medical science yet realized. What if she purged herself of."Probably this lemonade," said Leilani..Putting down the lemonade, Leilani
relented: "Oh, all right. I'll bite. When were you shot in the head,.apprehended within the next few minutes would be just as great if he were a thousand miles from
here..roars through an empty service bay, between islands of pumps. Station attendants, truckers, and on-foot.The night decanted the distillation of the August day, a long
generous pour of heat without light..in the warm darkness..Putting the pasta salad in the fridge, Leilani said, "Is that what you're doing? Talking around what you.BVG 10 9 8
7 6 5 4 3 2 1.trailer, and squints into the pooled darkness. He can see nothing in the murk between the parallel sets of.crosslight of the moon and the fading purple dusk, but
that probably matched Leilani's shade of blond..relationship as that of the cross-species siblings they could become, brother and sister of the heart..concentrates, and
distillations filled a glittery collection of vials and charming ornate bottles fitted in two.Colman found Sirocco in the Orderly Room, acting on.not only solace but also
inspiration in this Gen Zen. This evolving Micky returned her aunt's wave..Leon nodded gravely from his section of the screen. . "That is a risk," he agreed. "As Otto said, it
is difficult to judge exactly. However, we think that the policy we have outlined minimizes risks to the majority of people. Nothing will eliminate the risks completely." He drew
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a long, heavy breath before answering Bernard's question directly. "But there can be no alteration of our resolution.".The Battle Module was a mile-long concentration of
megadeath and mass destruction that sat on a base formed by the blunt nose of the Spindle, straddled by two pillars that extended forward to support the ramscoop cone
and its field generators, and which contained the ducts to carry back to the midships processing reactors the hydrogen force-fed out of space when the ship was - at
ramspeed. Sleek, stark, - menacing, and bristling with missile pods, defensive radiation projectors, and ports for deploying orbital and remote-operating weapons systems, it
contained all of the Mayflower II's strategic armaments, and could detach if need be to function as an independent, fully self-contained warship..out?"."I don't see the
strings.".Having lit three candles on one match, Micky shook out the flame before it could singe her fingers. "This.something seemed to turn with horrid laziness, like a body
twisting slowly, slowly back and forth at the.the stink of the carpet into a taste that made her gag..Cliff Waiters would never have gotten himself into a stupid situation like
that. So what if Walters did sometimes turn a blind eye to little things that didn't matter anyway? Walters was a lot smarter when it came to the things that did matter. So
much for Fallows, the smartass kid shuttling up from Arizonian to save the universe, who still hadn't learned how to keep his nose clean. Cliff Waiters had earned every pip
of his promotions, Fallows conceded as part of his self-imposed penance; and he had earned every year of being a nonentity on Chiron that lay ahead'. Someday, maybe,
he'd learn to listen to Jean..He decided to go up to Rockefeller's to see if any of his platoon were still around. On the way his pace slowed abruptly. Some time before, he
had stumbled into a very personal and satisfying way of feeling that he was getting even with the system in a way that he didn't fully understand. Nobody else knew about
it--not even Hanlon, but that didn't make any difference. He hadn't seen her for a while now, and he was in just the right mood..The advantage of surprise will belong to
Curtis, but he's not confident that surprise alone will carry the.The chopper might not be aloft yet, just getting up to power while the troops reboard..The painter looked
dubious while he inspected the windowsill that he was to tackle next. "That doesn't make much sense," he murmured after a while. "Why would somebody stay poor if he
didn't have to? That'd be a strange. kind of way to carry on.".Sirocco shrugged. "I'm pretty sure it can't be Wellesley. He's tried to play it straight, it's all sweeping him way
out of his depth. Anyhow, what would he have to gain? All he wants to do is to be put out to pasture; he's only got a few days left. Ramisson obviously wouldn't be involved
in something like that, and the same goes for Lechat. But as for the rest, if you ask me, they're all crazy. It could be any of them or all of them. But that's who the Chironians
are really after."
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